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<( Perhaps not, Sire. My first impulse may have carried me too far. However, I have no very distinct recollection of what I wrote. *
<(You wrote like a noble-minded woman; and without having- the honor to know you, I conceived for you a very high esteem.*
(< But, Sire, permit me to say that your Majesty judges me wrongly if you suppose me to be the enemy of Napoleon. He has.doubtless caused me much pain; but still, I cherish for his name, for his glory, a profound veneration amounting to a sort of worship.*
On his departure the Emperor bowed to me with the easy grace of a polished gentleman, free from anything approaching to royal hauteur. I followed him out of the room, when, suddenly turning round and perceiving me, he said: (< Why do you leave the room, madame ?* We were by this time at the head of the staircase.
"Sire," said I, <( your  Majesty will  permit me-----*    (<I
will permit nothing of the kind. How! would you wish to see me to my carriage ?* <( Certainly, Sire,* replied I, smiling, for I was amused at the astonishment with which he appeared to regard a thing which appeared to me perfectly a matter of course. (< See me to my carriage \* said the Emperor, smiling in his turn. KMon Dieu I What would be said of me in St. Petersburg if I allowed myself to be escorted by a lady?*
(< But we are not in St. Petersburg, Sire, * said I; (< and I entreat that you will permit me to do what I conceive to be the duty of the mistress of a house toward a Sovereign visitor.* (< Nay, nay,* said the Emperor, taking my hand, and conducting me back to the door of the drawing-room, "the conquered must submit to the conqueror*; and then he added, with a charming grace: <( Suppose I COMMAND you to stay where you are ? * <( I am not your Majesty's subject, Sire.* (<Well, then, you will prevent my paying you another visit. Surely you will not punish me so far as that ? * <( That fear, Sire, insures my ready obedience. I will not stir another step.* He then descended the staircase, running as if to prevent my following him.
Some days after this visit of the Emperor Alexander, he called on me again one morning. He had given me no intimation of this intended honor. He came on foot,s hurried over. Joseph, so illEmperor's orderly officers. his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
